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literary and artistic tastes, his religious tolerance,
his valour, his daring and his firmness.

On the other hand the Court of Vienna was
their ancestral enemy; for three hundred years she
had not ceased to wage war against the fleur-de-
lys, and she entertained ambitions incompatible
with the peace of Europe.

Frederick II's treachery and betrayals failed to
throw light on a mass blindness; everyone had
some excuse for the treasonable failures of the
king celebrated by Voltaire and Belle-Isle, for his
disregard of treaties, pacts and the most sacred
pledges, for his greed for conquest and for plunder.

Under cover of raising the social standard, the
master of Prussia inaugurated despotic, brutal,
bloody and barbarous customs; he brought in an
era of plunder and rapine, followed nothing but
his own interests, and recognized no nobility of
sentiment, no frankness, no faith in the given word.

Louis XV hated this perverted man, and wished
to renounce an imaginary support whose future
dangers he clearly discerned.

Deprived of the greater part of her forces
Austria no longer threatened French interests;
and, fearing Frederick II's machinations, she was
desirous of a rapprochement with Versailles, offer-
ing guarantees and advantages.

In August 1755, when he was going off to rejoin
his embassy at Madrid, Abb6 Bernis received a
letter from Mme de Pompadour, begging him to